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Una muy breve presentación…



Source: Adapted from Community Energy: State of the Sector 2020 Report. Retrieved from: https://communityenergyengland.org/files/document/386/1592389827_CommunityEnergy-StateoftheSector2020Infographics.pdf 
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Energía comunitaria en Inglaterra, Gales e Irlanda del Norte
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https://www.hecommunityenergy.org/

Un ejemplo…



Source: Community and locally owned energy in Scotland 2020 Report. Retrieved from: https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Community-and-locally-owned-renewable-energy-in-Scotland-2020-report.pdf

Source: Fuentes González, F., Sauma, E., & van der Weijde, A. (2019). The Scottish experience in community energy development: A starting point for Chile. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 113, 109239.

Energía comunitaria en Escocia

A development trust is an organisation that is:
1. Engaged in the economic, environmental, and social regeneration of a defined area.
2. Independent, aiming for self-sufficiency and not for private profit.
3. Community based, owned, and managed.
4. Actively involved in partnerships and alliances between the community, voluntary, 
and private and public sectors.

CARES enablement grant
Urban community buildings support

5



6

• Over 200 members (out of an adult population of 
approximately 500)

• An elected board of directors all drawn from the 
membership

• Company limited by guarantee and has charitable status
• Membership and the area of benefit are limited to the 

Fintry Community Council boundary
• The trust has three subsidiaries:

• Fintry Renewable Energy Enterprise; production 
sharing agreement at the nearby Earlsburn
Windfarm; 

• Fintry Community Energy; owns and operates a 
small biomass district heating scheme supplying 
heat to 20 households; 

• Fintry Renewable Energy Distribution which 
operated the Smart Fintry project.

Otro ejemplo…

http://fintrydt.org.uk/about/



Source: Community Energy: State of the Sector 2020 Report. Retrieved from: https://communityenergyengland.org/files/document/386/1592389827_CommunityEnergy-StateoftheSector2020Infographics.pdf 

Source: Mirzania, P., Ford, A., Andrews, D., Ofori, G., & Maidment, G. (2019). The impact of policy changes: The opportunities of Community Renewable Energy projects in the UK and the barriers they face. Energy Policy, 129, 1282-1296.

Las principales barreras para la energía comunitaria en Reino Unido
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Energía comunitaria y Energía local: mundos lleno de matices
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Caracterizando “local energy”
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Localism was estimated using a four-point scale:
- Relationships with stakeholders (via global 

participation in projects)
- Asset ownership
- Decision-making processes involvement at a 

local level

Source: Fuentes González, F., Webb, J., Sharmina, M., et al. (2021). Characterising a local energy business sector in the United Kingdom: Participants, revenue sources, and estimates of localism and smartness. Energy, 223, 120045.

Source: Fuentes González F., Webb J., Sharmina M., et al. (2021). Working paper - Local energy businesses in the United Kingdom: clusters and localism determinants based on financial ratios. Retrieved from https://heatandthecity.org.uk/resources/

Smartness was estimated 
using a five-point scale:
- Use of real-time 

information and 
communication 
technologies

- Automation of aspects of 
business operation and 
systems regulation

- Use of machine learning 
or artificial intelligence to 
inform decision-making 
and engage people.

Highly-local energy businesses (Level 3):
- marginally contribute to sectoral assets and turnover;
- high reliance on (long-term) debt is observed;
- debt seems critical for the development of (many of) these highly-local energy businesses;
- lower profitability compared to other LEBs



Caracterizando “local energy”
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Source: Fuentes González F., Webb J., Sharmina M., et al. (2021). Working paper - Local energy businesses in the United Kingdom: clusters and localism determinants based on financial ratios. Retrieved from https://heatandthecity.org.uk/resources/

Ownership

Localism / 
Smartness 
estimates
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Concluyendo…

• Diversidad de proyectos comunitarios en el Reino Unido con variados arreglos societales o 
corporativos

• Desafíos existentes en cuanto a la no dependencia de esquemas de ayuda gubernamental; 
oportunidad para diversificar? Role clave de finanzas (publicas/privadas?), partnerships

• Existen proyectos privados que muestran distintos grados de involucramiento con la comunidad, 
sin ser las comunidades propietarias de activos; mas matices a la hora de definir

• Definir y caracterizar energía comunitaria parece ser mucho menos complicado; energía local 
comprendería una vertiente mas amplia de proyectos, pero aun así se puede caracterizar, 
aunque queda mucho trabajo por hacer

• Negocios locales de energía mas inteligentes e integrados con otros vectores de energía podrían 
potencialmente contribuir a cumplir objetivos climáticos, reducir pobreza energética, mejorar la 
riqueza localmente vía proyectos, financiamiento a causas nobles o educación, entre otros.
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